NAYANA
Those were the days ofNavaratris. On, the last day of
the Navaratri festivities, Ganapati reached Arunachalam.
Though the custom was to worship first at the shrine of the
God (Arunachaleswara), Ganapati went straight to the shrine
of Goddess (Apeetakuchamba) and was thrilled to find flowers
from her idol falling in a shower. He took it as a sign of the
Mother's grace. Tears of joy rolled down his cheeks and after
being immersed in bliss in her presence for some time, he
went to the shrine of Arunachaleswara. He felt so elated at
the shrine that for a few minutes he stood quite unconscious
of the outer world. This was altogether a new experience to
him and coming out of the temple; he told his brother that he
had decided not to leave that holy place as he felt that his
tapas would bear fruit there.

Sivarama Sastri felt very hungry. But Ganapati had
not finished worshipping and so he gave some money to
Sivarama Sastri to aruge other eatables. Ganapati tribd to
him saying that they were going to the choultry for meate<
But that day being Ekadasi, * the choultry was closed. So
Ganapati gave some more money to Sivarama Sastri and he
bought some more fruits and ate them. Meanwhile Ganapati
began enquiring at various houses whether a boy could be
fed that night. But it was Ekadasi and no food had been
cooked in many houses. Moreover, it was already nine in the
night and people in many houses had already retired. Though
Sivarama Sastri had by then consumed eight plantains, his
hunger was not appeased. Ganapati was afraid  that
indiscriminate eating might lead to ill-health. And Sivarama
Sastri was already restless due to hunger. Ganapati then stood
before a house, reciting a sloka which described his misery
then. Though the door of the house was closed there was a
man lying on the outer pial. He got up and .asked Ganapati
what the matter was. When Ganapati described his

* On which day the orthodox Hindus fast.
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